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New Book “Deep in The Mountains”

Written for young readers, by Terrence Cheng

He wishes that readers will learn and appreciate Chinese culture, civilization and
art, and release pressure through self-realization. Consequently, regain self-
confidence.

Not all the anger and dilemmas of a teenager can be waved away by the magic wand of Harry Potter. Yet, an
encounter can make you realize that there are many beautiful things that await you to enjoy and explore. It
makes the pain in the present life bearable.

Chinese author Terrence Cheng has created such a youth named Tony in his new book “Deep in The
Mountains.” Living in the Bronx in NYC, Tony is short, fat and the only Chinese in his junior high school
class. Often laughed at by his schoolmates, out of anger and frustration, he spray paints the school walls and a
teacher’s car because the teacher also embarrasses him in class.

Tony’s parents own and work hard at their Chinese restaurant. They try to make Tony understand that life is
not a rose garden. While getting nowhere with Tony’s rebellious attitude, his parents decide to send him to
Shanghai during his summer vacation to work at his uncle’s restaurant where he meets Chinese painter Zhu
Qizhan. Mr. Zhu lived through twentieth century China’s painful historical events. Zhu never let the
tormenting pain destroy his love and passion for painting. Zhu’s attachment and love for painting pulled him
through the turbulent times of the twentieth century China. Through Zhu’s example of determination, Tony
learns how to turn anger into inspiration, art, and strength.

Zhu Qizhan was a real person. “Deep in The Mountains™ is the title of one of his paintings. But, Tony and
his story is fictional. Publisher Watson Guptill has a series of Art Encounters books. “Deep in The
Mountains” is one of them. Terrence Cheng said that these books are written in a fictional style introducing
lifetime stories of artists with historical background for young readers.

Cheng said that the publisher didn’t appoint him to write about any artist in particular. It was up to him to pick
his historical figure. Cheng chose Zhu Qizhan not only because he was attracted by Zhu’s paintings but was
also amazed by his century long career and life experience. Zhu passed away in 1996 at the age of 104. Zhu
Qizhan’s talent and traditional way of scenery painting had made him a target during the Chinese Cultural
Revolution. He had suffered tremendously as an artist and a fundamentalist as far as Chinese culture is
concerned. His passion to paint enabled him to survive all the torture and hardship. His spirit was never
defeated despite his physical torment. His legendary lifetime story gave Cheng abundant writing material.

This is not the first time Cheng has written a novel with Chinese history as the background. His first book
“Sons of Heaven” was set during the 1989 Tiananmen Square event.

He is working on the finishing his next and third novel set during the Nanjing Massacre (Rape of Nanking).
Cheng said that even though he was born in Taiwan, he grew up and was educated in the United States with



little understanding of Chinese history and cultural origins. Not until graduate school did he begin to study
Chinese history. Now he says, the more he learns about China and Chinese history, the more he wants to learn,
so he can understand Chinese history and Chinese culture and potentially use it in his writing.

Cheng says that modern Chinese history is filled with wars, suffering, misery and separation of blood ties.
The generation that lived through these painful times is filled with scarred memories. Many of them came to
the United States to forget those days. They don’t want to look back, or even talk about them. Yet, to the
children of that scarred generation they are historical stories. They should be able to calmly understand,
analyze, and let the world know and the history to record what had happened to hurt so many Chinese so
deeply for so long. If we Chinese people cannot bear to look back and discuss our bleeding wounds how can
we expect the American Society and the world to know or understand what we have been through? Cheng is
wortried that if the younger generation of Chinese don’t know what their parents and grandparents have gone
through, these sections of modern Chinese history will be forever forgotten and buried.

Cheng has done extensive research about Zhu Qizhan’s life and his artistic way of thinking. He gives special
thanks go to New York City Chinese art and painting dealer Mr. and Mrs. Leon & Karen Wender. They had
become great friends with Zhu Qizhan for over 20 years before Mr. Zhu’s passing in 1996. The Wenders have
great respect and admiration for Zhu and his work as well as warm memories.

As for the fictional story of Tony, Cheng said that a good part of it is a portrayal of his own home and
growing up experience. At home, Tony feels the pressure to become a successful person. In the outside world,
he has to endure discrimination and peer pressure. He cannot help to feel that it is hard to be a successful
Chinese American in the American Society. Fortunately, his love of art opens a window for him to view the
sky and breathe in fresh air. This love of art becomes a turning point in Tony’s seemingly hopeless life.

“Deep in The Mountains” is written mainly for young readers, especially teenagers looking for a direction in
the vast world. Cheng says that it is difficult to find balance in a teenage life, a difficult time to endure and
grow. If a young person can have good people in his life giving him guidance and good influence, plus a good
outlet for his growing pains, his teenage days will pass smoothly. As for Tony, he gains his self-confidence
through the understanding of Chinese history and culture. This is Cheng’s personal experience as well. The
message Terrence Cheng would like to convey through Tony to all the American Chinese youngsters is, ‘Be
proud as a Chinese.’



